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loss of his eyes like Carloman. The two rebels against
royal and metropolitan authority were thus joined in
the same barbarous punishment. Both these events,
however, took place after the death of Hadrian, during
the rule of his successor. The death of Hadrian may
have emboldened the clergy of France to take the
affair into their own hands, and so to achieve their full
victory.

Nicolas I. and Hadrian II. thus, with different suc-
cess, imperiously dictating to sovereigns, ruling, or
attempting to rule, the higher clergy in foreign coun-
tries with a despotic sway, mingling in the political
revolutions of Europe, awarding crowns, and adjudging
kingly inheritances, might seem the immediate ances-
tors of Gregory VII., of Innocent III., of Boniface VIII
But the papacy had to undergo a period of gloom and
degradation, even of guilt, before it emerged again to
its height of power